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Abstract	

What	is	and	what	ought	to	be	the	relationship	between	empirical	research	and	normative	analysis	

with	respect	to	migration	policies?	The	paper	addresses	this	question	from	the	perspective	of	political	

theory,	asking	about	the	place	of	empirical	research	in	philosophical	discussions	of	migration,	and,	

for	the	most	part,	leaving	to	others	questions	about	what	role,	if	any,	normative	considerations	do	

and	should	play	in	empirical	research	on	migration.	At	the	outset	the	paper	also	takes	note	of	one	

important	way	in	which	empirical	research	can	and	should	contribute	to	normative	discussions	of	

migration,	quite	apart	from	its	role	in	contributing	to	political	philosophy.	


