Philosophy in the Americas
PHIL 35 — Winter 2024

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30am-10:50am
Podemos Building Room 1A20

INSTRUCTORS
Professor: Teaching Assistant: Teaching Assistant:
Clinton Tolley Ying Liu Noam Tiran
ctolley@ucsd.edu vil065@ucsd.edu ntiran@ucsd.edu
Office Hours: Office Hours: Office Hours:
Weds 12:30-2:00pm Tues 11:30am-12:30pm ~ Weds 9:30-10:30am
(sign-up on Canvas) (sign-up on Canvas) (sign-up on Canvas)
CANVAS SITE

https://canvas.ucsd.edu/courses /52845

READINGS
all readings will be made available electronically as pdfs on our Canvas site

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Our course will provide a survey of some of the highlights in the history of philosophy that emerges
in the Americas, with a special focus on the history of philosophy in North America and especially in the
United States.

We will begin by reading selections expressing the philosophical understanding of the world,
humanity, and the divine, that was already formulated by the peoples living on the continents prior to the
‘discovery’ of the Americas after Columbus at the end of the 1400s. We will then explore some of the
philosophical visions of these same topics that emerged in North America during the initial ‘colonial’ period
in ‘New Spain’ and ‘New England’, looking at attempts to European and ‘Indian’ religious-intellectual
traditions. From here we will follow out intellectual developments in the early U.S., focusing in particular on
questions of social and political identity in relation to the various kinds of inhabitants of the continent,
including ‘native Americans’ as well as those forcibly removed from Africa and transported to the continent
as slaves. Our focus after the Civil War and Emancipation will continue to be on the ongoing philosophical
articulation of what it means to ‘American’, in light of the wide range of diversity (‘pluralism’) of the
inhabitants, along race and ethnicity, gender, class, and political philosophies. We will follow out this question
through the period of the World Wars, on into the Civil Rights movements of the mid-century. We will
conclude with some more recent assessments of the problems and prospects of the philosophy of ‘being
American’.

One goal of the course will be to introduce and critically engage with a wide variety of questions
about how best to incorporate geology (natural ‘history’) and history as the activity of humans into philosophy
itself, both into ethics, politics, and the philosophy of culture, but also into philosophical anthropology, i.e.,
discussions of the nature of being human itself, in particular what philosophical import should be found in
the ongoing ‘facts’ arising from the Americas. Another will be to explore the wide variety of philosophical
traditions and approaches that have actively taken up these questions over the centuries of human habitation
of these continents. A third will be to begin to formulate (by the conclusion of the course) an assessment of
the problems and prospects for future work in the ‘philosophy in the Americas’, the philosophy of being
‘American’, and our understanding of ‘American philosophy’.

Note: PHIL 35 may be used to fulfill the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) requirement, as well as some
requirements for some Colleges.
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REQUIREMENTS

1. Weekly questionnaires (30%)

Early each week (usually end of Monday), there will be a questionnaire posted (as pdf) on the
course’s Canvas page, to be submitted electronically on Canvas by the end of Friday (midnight)
of the same week (under ‘Quizzes’). The form of these questions will be multiple-choice, true/false,
matching, and fill-in-the-blank. The topics of the questions will be drawn from the assigned
readings and the lectures from the current week, and answering them will be a straightforward
affair for anyone who attends lectures and completes all the readings.

* Extra credit: During finals week there will be an optional extra-credit questionnaire, due Friday of
exam week, dpm.

2. Weekly online discussion posts (10%) & comments (5%)
(A) By end of Thurs (midnight) of each week, you will need to contribute a post to your group
(divided up by last name) on our course’s online discussion forum on Canvas. Your post should
include:
(1) a quote of one sentence (or two) of particular interest to you from the week’s readings,
(2) 100-word (minimum) response, including your thoughts and opinions about the subject-
matter being discussed, and
(3) at least one question about the sentence(s) you’ve chosen.
(B) Before the end of Friday (midnight), you will also need to post one 50-word (minimum)
comment on someone else’s post in your discussion group.
* Extra credit: Each week you can earn another 0.25% toward your grade by responding to a second
post or comment made by others (50-word minimum; once per week; up to an additional 2.5%
toward the overall course grade).

3. Weekly in-class worksheets (20%)
Each week during one of the meetings there will be one short closed-book hand-written assignment
distributed, completed, and discussed in class.

4. Mud-term exam (15%)

An in-class closed-book hand-written exam will take place during our meeting on Tuesday of
Week 6 (Feb 13th); a review sheet will be distributed during Week 5, and there will be an exam-
focused review/discussion session with the TAs prior to the mid-term.

5. Final exam (15%)

An in-class closed-book hand-written final exam will be held during the specified window of time
for our final: Tuesday morning 8:00am-10:59am of exam week (March 19%); a study
guide will be distributed during 10t week, and there will be an exam-focused review/discussion
session with the TAs in the days before the exam.

6. Two office hours 5 minute ‘check-ins’ (2.5% x 2 = 5%)

Each student is required to have two meetings (via zoom) with the instructors (professor and/or
TA) during the term, one during the first half (wecks 1-5), a second during the second half
(weeks 6-10). The canonical scheduling time for these check-ins will be during the weekly office
hours; sign up via Canvas; if neither the professor’s or either TA’s office hour slots will ever work
with your schedule, be in touch as soon as possible to make alternate arrangements. Meeting
duration will be 5 minutes, no preparation required.

**ENOTE: completing at least one of the one-on-one meetings is required in order to pass the class.***
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NOTES ABOUT REQUIREMENTS

A. No extensions will be granted for any assignment or exam, except in cases of
genuine emergency (e.g., earthquake, flood, fire, death in the family, illness certified
by a doctor). No extensions can be granted for the weekly questionnaires at all, due
to the distribution of the correct answers shortly after the due date.

B. The UCSD Policy on Integrity of Scholarship must be observed in this course.
This includes observance of the following six principles:

As a student,

1. T will not receive or provide unauthorized assistance in examinations.

2. I'will not use unauthorized materials during an examination.

3. I will not use materials from sources without proper quotation, acknowledgement or
citations.

4. I will not alter examinations, essays, or other assignments for regrading.

5. I'will not fabricate data or references.

6. I will not use false excuses to obtain extensions of time for examinations or writing
assignments.

C. Maintaining academic integrity: Though students are strongly encouraged to discuss
the assignments with one another, each student must submit answers to the
assignments independently of one another, written in her or his own words.
Additionally, students agree that by taking this course, their mid-term examinations
and final papers will be subject to submission for textual similarity review to
Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted exams and papers will
be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for
the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service
is subject to the terms of use agreement posted on the Turnitin.com site.

D. Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing (1) will be reported to the Academic
Integrity Office, (i1) will receive a failing grade on the assignment at issue, and (ii1)
will be in jeopardy of failing the entire course, depending on the nature of the
breach of academic integrity.

E. The use of technology (phones, tablets, computers, etc.) 13 to be limited to
engagement with course material; all technology is prohibited during any closed-
book assignment.

F. If any accommodations are needed due to a disability or for religious reasons,
please notify me at the end of the first class period or as soon as possible. Students
requesting accommodations for the course due to a disability must provide a current
Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students
with Disabilities (OSD) which is located in University Center 202 behind Center
Hall. Students are required to present their AFA letters to Faculty (please make
arrangements to contact me privately) and also to the OSD Liaison in the
Philosophy Department in advance so that accommodations may be arranged.
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SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READINGS
{subject to change: all texts will be available on Canvas; texts are to be read prior to the course meeting on
the date listed} Note: The quantity of readings per week is relatively low, because the degree of difficulty of

many of the readings is relatively high (as is often the case with philosophy).

Students are very much

encouraged to read all of the texts twice over (e.g., a slow skim before class, slower read-through after class),
to aid comprehension.
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