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QUOTE of the QUARTER

“The only freedom which deserves 
the name is that of pursuing our 
own good, in our own way, so long 
as we do not attempt to deprive 
others of theirs, or impede their ef-
forts to obtain it.” 

- John Stuart Mill 

What’s New!
Donald Rutherford was among eight professors and three 
graduate students at UC San Diego who were honored for 
excellence in teaching and received the 2008 Academic 
Senate Distinguished Teaching Award. Don was described 
as,  “A rare breed who excels on all three fronts – teaching, re-
search, and service to the university and the profession,” says 
one student. “His intellectual enthusiasm is infectious.” Don 
also shares the spotlight with his wife, Madeleine Picciotto, 
who is a lecturer and coordinator at the Warren College Writing Center. She 
won the Warren College Outstanding Teaching Award. The college’s graduat-
ing seniors nominate an award recipient every year. 

Monte Johnson is one out of twenty UC San Diego assistant professors who 
will share the 2008-2009 Hellman Faculty Fellows Awards because of his re-
search related to the reconstruction of Aristotle’s lost work, The Exhortation to 
Philosophy. The funds will be used to acquire manuscripts from and to visit Eu-
ropean libraries to produce a new critical edition of the Greek text, to be pub-
lished in Cambridge Classical Texts and Commentaries. The Hellman Fellowship 
was established at UCSD in 1995 through the generosity of Chris and Warren 
Hellman.  It is designed to provide fi nancial support and encouragement to 
young faculty who show capacity for great distinction in their research and 
creative activities. The funds will go to support their research and creative ac-
tivities and to enhance their progress toward tenure. 

Samuel Rickless receives the Thurgood Marshall College 
Outstanding Faculty Award. The college said, “Professor Sam 
Rickless teaches many superb courses in Philosophy and in our 
DOC program because he is passionate about the moral and 
political ideals. Speaking within the context of Dimensions of 
Culture (DOC) these grand ideals are what Justice Thurgood 
Marshall and Chief Justice Warren represented in life and on 
the high bench...He succeeds because he challenges the stu-

dents to think critically about political assumptions they ordinarily take for grant-
ed and because his passion for the subject is self-evident and beyond the Richter 
scale. Dr. Rickless is also a model citizen, working on many campus committees, 
volunteering to speak at local area high schools on civil liberties and the war on 
terror.” 

Staff Members, June Petersen and Macy Huynh, 
along with Jennifer Johnson from the Dean’s Of-
fi ce of Arts and Humanities, were nominated by 
their departments for the 2007-2008 Exemplary 
Staff Employee of the Year Award. They received 
recognition for their nomination by Senior Vice 
Chancellor Paul Drake of Academic Affairs . The 
UCSD Exemplary Staff Employee of the Year Award Program annually recog-
nizes staff members who demonstrate exemplary service or make exemplary 
contributions to the UCSD and San Diego communities.



undergraduate news

The Latest Intuitions!
Spring 2008 brought the unveiling 
of the latest volume of Intuitions, 
the Undergraduate Journal of Phi-
losophy. This year’s volume includes 
papers from two Philosophy majors, 
Kelley Schiffman and Jack Stepan-
yan (see excerpts). 

Intuitions is a yearly publication that 
accepts undergraduate paper sub-
missions in the winter quarter for 
publication in the spring. Check with 
the department for deadlines. There 
are limited printed copies available. 
Please stop by the Main Offi ce to pick 
up a copy or to read the journal in-
house.

Ontological Relativity: 
An Elaboration and Response 

By Jack Stepanyan

“To talk about anything, one needs 
to adopt a language in which some 
thing can be talked about, and which 
language one adopts is always under-
determined. The language includes a 
universe of discourse such that these 
things fall within. When the ‘thing’ is 
language itself, one must adopt a meta-
language in which the initial language 
can be talked about (and a meta-
metalanguage in which the metalan-
guage can be talked about, and the 
regress continues). The fi rst part of the 
relativity comes in when specifying the 
metalanguage (or background theory) 
in which a language can be talked 
about. The second part of the relativity 
comes in when choosing a set of rules 
that specify exactly how one is going 
to translate from the language to the 
metalanguage, and vice-versa. The 
indeterminacy of translation exposed 
the latter sort of relativity, for different 
sets of rules (or manuals, or languages) 
can be adopted such that each pro-
vides an equally reasonable transla-
tion. The inscrutability of reference 
was a byproduct of adopting such a 
relativized view of translation, and this
lead us to see that specifying the uni-
verse of discourse is relative to ameta-
language (or background theory).”

The Staring Contest Between 
Philosophy and Religion

By Kelley Schiffman

“If I want answers to the deepest 
questions in life where do I go to 
look for them--in philosophy, in reli-
gion, or in both? Further, if I look to
both for answers will I make prog-
ress? Or, is there some inherent ten-
sion in appealing to both philosophy 
and religion? This paper examines 
the relations and tensions between 
philosophy and religion to determine 
whether they are in confl ict or wheth-
er they can work together toward a 
unifi ed understanding of the world.”
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UCSD Experiential Learning

Discover, experiment, and broaden your knowledge through fi rst-hand experiences of-
fered by UCSD and the community instead of hearing about the adventures of others. 

Round out your education by exploring these experiential learning categories:

Community Service/ Civic Engagement
Volunteer for the campus and the community through one-time, short-term, and long-
term projects. 

Curriculum Boosts
Think outside the catalog. Find educational experiences that occur beyond traditional 
course catalog offerings and still get credit. 

Fellowship/ Postgrad Opportunities
Gain experience through temporary positions for college graduates, including fellow-
ships, alumni internships, and postgraduate research opportunities. 

International Programs
Expand your cross-cultural skills, perspectives, and knowledge, and re-evaluate your 
personal and professional goals through study, work, internships, or volunteer opportu-
nities around the world. 

Internships
Learn while you work in a temporary position. These may be full- or part-time, academic, 
and/ or paid or unpaid. 

Service Learning
Earn credit and benefi t the community through organized service activities. 

For more information, visit http://www.experience.ucsd.edu.



WELCOME 
New Philosophy 

Graduate Students!

Sindhuja Bhakthavatsalam
Nanhe Byrnes

Damon Crockett
Lisa Paschall

Veronica Pear
Nate Rockwood

Chris Suhler
Peter Yong

Graduate news

Amanda Brovold was selected by the faculty to receive the departmental TA 
of the year award. She is also an active member of the Graduate Student As-
sociation as an outreach coordinator.

Matthew Brown organized a panel at the Philosophy of Science Association 
meeting in November on “Pragmatism at the Interface of Science and Politics.” 
He will be presenting a paper titled,  “Scientifi c Signifi cance and Genuine Prob-
lems: Fundamental Troubles in Kitcher’s Social Theory of Science.”  Matt will 
also be presenting his paper titled “Inquiry, Evidence, and Experiment: The ‘Ex-
perimenter’s Regress’ Dissolved” at Colorado University at Boulder at the 24th 
Regional Conference on the History and Philosophy of Science where the spe-
cial focus is on “Experiment.” He had his paper “Relational Quantum Mechanics 
and the Determinacy Problem,” accepted by the British Journal for the Philoso-
phy of Science, and another paper “Models and Perspectives on Stage:Remarks on Giere’s Scientifi c Perspectivism” 
will appear in 2009 with a response by Ron Giere in Studies in the History and Philosophy of Science Part A. In October, 
Matt will be giving a talk titled “Science as Socially Distributed Cognition: Bridging Philosophy and the Sociology of 
Science” at the Foundations of the Formal Sciences VII Conference to be held at Vrije Universiteit Brussel.

Mitchell Herschbach wrote a paper entitled “Folk Psychological and Phenomenological Accounts of Social Percep-
tion” that will appear this fall in the Journal of Philosophical Explorations. In June he presented a poster titled “Control-
Theoretic Models of Action Understanding: Simulation, Theory, or Both?” at the 34th Meeting of the Society for Phi-
losophy and Psychology. In July, Mitch submitted a paper entitled “The Concept of Simulation in Control-Theoretic 
Accounts of Motor Control and Action Perception” at the 30th Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society.

Charlie Kurth participated in a 5-day summer workshop on philosophical methodology at the University of Texas 
at Austin.

James Messina was awarded a  Fulbright Fellowship to study in Berlin in 2009. He will be studying Kant, Wolff, Euler, 
and Crusius’s views on space at Humboldt University and will be working under Dr. Rolf-Peter Horstmann. Estab-
lished in 1946, the Fulbright Program aims to increase mutual understanding between the peoples of the United 
States and other countries through the exchange of persons, knowledge, and skills. 

Ioan Muntean published a paper titled “Mechanisms of Unifi cation in Kaluza-Klein Theory” in Ontology of Space-
time. He is also doing a collective work with former grad student Cory D. Wright called “Autonomous Agency, AI, and
Allostasis: A Biomimetic Perspective” in Pragmatics & Cognition 15. Ioan has conference presentations in 2008: the 
2008 North American Conference on Computing and Philosophy at Indiana University on “Allostasis and Homeo-
stasis in Life Sciences and in Robotics:Philosophical Implications” and the 
7th Annual Conference in Philosophy and Biology at Duke University on 
“Dynamics and Emergence in the Defi nition of Living Systems”.

Jacob Stegenga will be presenting a paper titled “Robustness, Discor-
dance, and Relevance” at the Philosophy of Science Association in No-
vember. This paper will also be published in the Philosophy of Science As-
sociation (PSA) Supplemental Issue. He was awarded a two-year fellowship 
from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. He 
will be spending the fall quarter on exchange at the London School of 
Economics.

Michael Tiboris with Kory Schaff, Occidental College, wrote an article for 
the “Colbert and Philosophy” book that former graduate student Aaron 
Schiller, UCSD is editing.  The title of their chapter is “The Word: Fearless 
Speech and the Politics of Language.”
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Need some direction?

Log on to http://gsa.ucsd.edu

The Graduate Student Association has 

been advocating for students’ rights 

both on and off  campus since 1969!



FACULTY news

Patricia Churchland has been kicking off the 
fi rst half of 2008 with her contributions on pan-
els discussing what it means to be human. As a 
neuroethicist and a philosopher, Patricia brings  
an interesting scientifi c perspective to age-
old,   philosophical questions. “The structure of how the human brain is 
arranged intrigues me. Are there unique brain structures? As far as we can 
understand, it’s our size that is unique. What we don’t fi nd are other unique 
structures. There may be certain types of human-specifi c cells -- but as for 
what that means, we don’t know. It’s important not only to focus on us, to 
compare our biology and behavior to other animals (Wired, June 2008).”
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William Bechtel has been elected a 
Fellow of the Cognitive Science Society. 
In July he also began serving a one year 
term as Chair of the Society. He pre-
sented two talks at its annual meeting 
in Washington, D.C  one in a featured 
symposium celebrating the 30th anni-
versary of the founding of the Society) 
and another in August at the 31st An-
nual Wittgenstein Symposium in Kirch-
berg am Wechsel in Austria. In addition 
he was a visiting fellow at the Konrad 
Lorenz Institute in Altenberg, Austria in 
August. In September he will give talks 
to the Brains and Behavior Program and 
to the Philosophy Department at Geor-
gia State University in Atlanta.

He also shares a new 2008 publication 
with his wife, Adele Abrahamsen entitled 
“From Reduction Back To Higher Levels” 
in Proceedings of the 30th Annual Con-
ference of the Cognitive Science Society.

FACULTY news

Jonathan Cohen has some articles in press: 
“Counterfactuals, Probabilities, and Information: 
Response to Critics” (with Aaron Meskin, Univer-
sity of Leeds) to appear in the Australasian Jour-
nal of Philosophy; “Sounds and Temporality” for 
a special issue of Oxford Studies in Metaphysics, 
dedicated to the topic of sound; and “Do Colors 
Look Relational?” in The Philosophy of Percep-
tion. He has also given talks this summer. One 
entitled  “A Better Best System Account of Law-
hood,” (with Craig Callender, UCSD) at the Bell-
ingham Summer Philosophy Conference on Au-
gust 4, 2008 and “Do Colors Look Relational?” at 
the Syracuse Philosophy Annual Workshop and 
Network on August 17, 2008.

Craig Callender presented a talk called “The Past Hypothesis 
Meets (Classical) Gravity” at the Conference Reduction, Emer-
gence and Physics in Tilburg, Netherlands on April 9, 2008. He 
also gave a keynote speech titled “Reduction, Kinds, Laws and 
All That,”  at the Conference Reduction and the Special Scienc-
es in Tilburg, Netherlands on April 10, 2008. Craig gave aother 
keynote speech titled, “The Past Hypothesis Meets Gravity” at 
the annual meeting of the British Society for the Philosophy of 
Science in St. Andrews, Scotland on July 11, 2008. He presented 
“The Better Best System Theory of Lawhood” (with Jonathan 
Cohen, UCSD) at the Bellingham Summer Philosophy Confer-
ence in Bellingham, WA on August 2008. 

Craig was interviewed by Forbes.com for a slideshow called “In 
Their Own Words: 14 Experts on Time”. He has been re-elected to 
the Governing Board of the Philosophy of Science Association. 
He has two papers in press: “The Common Now” to appear in 
Philosophical Issues in September 2008 and “The Past Hypoth-
esis Meets Gravity” in Time, Chance and Reduction: Philosophical 
Aspects of Statistical Mechanics. This summer, he taught Environ-
mental Ethics at the Scripps Institute for Oceanography’s “boot-
camp” graduate course. His cartoon book, Introducing Time, was 
recently translated into Thai. He’ll be taking a break and will be 
on sabbatical leave in Fall 2008 and Winter 2009.

Need help with 
academic 
computing?

http://acs.ucsd.edu

David Brink along with Dana Nelkin, UCSD, taught a graduate semi-
nar on Partial Responsibility, which proved lively, stimulating, and pleas-
ant for all involved. They hope to begin some collaborative research 
on the nature of culpability. David is also working on an overdue pa-
per defending the sometimes puzzling demands of temporal neutral-
ity for The Oxford Handbook of Time, which is being edited by his col-
league Craig Callender, UCSD. David hopes to present that material to 
a philosophy colloquium at the University of Texas at Austin. He plans 
to team-teach a graduate seminar with Richard Arneson, UCSD, in 
Winter 2009 on Mill’s moral and political philosophy. When not preoc-
cupied with his duties as chair, he continues to play and coach hockey.
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Samuel Rickless wrote an article entitled “Is 
Locke’s Theory of Knowledge Insonsistent?” 
for the Journal of Philosophy and Phenom-
enological Research, Volume 77, Issue 1. Sam 
also gave a conference talk called “Berkeley’s 
Master Argument” that was presented at a 
meeting of the International Berkeley Soci-
ety in Newport, Rhode Island in June 2008.

Christian Wüthrich has a few articles in press: 
“Do The Laws of Physics Forbid The Operation 
Of Time Machines?” in Synthese (with John Ear-
man, University of Pittsburgh  and Christo-
pher Smeenk, University of Western Ontario) 
and “Challenging The Spacetime Structurist” 
in Philosophy of Science. Christian gave talks 
this summer which included, “No Presentism 
In Quantum Gravity,” at the Third International 
Conference on the Ontology and Nature of Spa-
cetime at Concordia University in Montreal on 
June 14, 2008, “The Many Lives Of Presentism” 
at the eidos Metaphysics Conference in Geneva 
on July 15, 2008, and “Demarcating A Position: Is 
Presentism Really Distinct From Eternalism?” at 
the Seventh eidos Meeting on August 19, 2008. 
He will also give talks this fall, which include, 
“Conceivability And Possibility” at the Eighth ei-
dos Meeting on September 2, 2008, “Let’s Take 
A Ride On A Time Machine” at the Science Stud-
ies Colloquium at UCSD on October 6, 2008 and 
“Challenging The Spacetime Structuralist” at the 
Philosophy of Science Association Meeting in 
Pittsburgh in November 2008.

Christian has also organized the Geneva Sum-
mer School in Philosophy of Physics in Arolla, 
Switzerland, where he gave two lectures, en-
titled “Let’s Take A Ride On A Time Machine” and 
“Einstein’s Nemesis Conquered At Last?” on the 
nature of time and space.

Rick Grush has a new publication entitled “Evans On Iden-
tifi cation Freedom,” to appear in the Canadian Journal of 
Philosophy. He wrote a forward for a book titled “The Chal-
lenge of Anticipation: A Unifying Framework for the Analy-
sis and Design of Artificial Cognitive Systems.” He has ac-
cepted an invitation from the Stanford Encyclopedia of  
Philosophy to write an entry on “Motor Theories of Cognition.” 

Rick has a number of activities coming up in the fall. In Sep-
tember, he will give a talk at the Institute of Cognitive Scienc-
es and Technologies at the National Research Council (CNR), 
Rome and a series of guest seminars at the University of Si-
enna. In October, he is invited to attend a workshop for a Volk-
swagon Stiftung Workshop on “Clock’s Time, Brain’s Time, and 
Mind’s Time” in Munich, Germany. He will give several talks 
for the Departments of Philosophy and Cognitive Science  
at Lund University, Sweden and a talk at San Raffaele Univer-
sity, Milan. In November, he has several talks lined up with the 
Departments of Philosophy and Cognitive Sceince at Uppsala 
University, Sweden and at the Wissenschaftskolleg and the 
Max Planck Institute of Brain Research, Berlin. He will give a 
keynote address for the fi nal annual meeting of The European 
Network for the Advancement of Artifi cial Cognitive Systems 
in Venice. In December, he will be teaching a weeklong work-
shop on demonstratives at the Center for Semiotic Research 
at the University of Aarhus, Denmark. Rick is also an invited 
contributor to a workshop on “The Concept of Representa-
tion in Cognitive Science and Neuroscience” at Bonn, Germa-
ny. He is also the advisor/coach of the UCSD Racquetball Club.

Clinton Tolley will be presenting a pa-
per entitled “Unconscious Represen-
tation and Non-Conceptual Content,” 
at the Pacifi c Study Group meeting 
of the North American Kant Society 
at UC, Irvine on October 25-26, 2008. 
He will also be presenting a paper at 
a symposium on the topic of “Kan-
tian Themes in Logic’”at the Central 
American Philosophical Association 
in Chicago, IL on February 19-21, 2009.

Eric Watkins gave two 
talks in Europe this 
spring/summer. In May, 
he gave a talk titled, 
“Kant and the Experi-
ence of  Freedom,” in 
Oslo, Norway.  The other 
talk was in Leiden, The 
Netherlands in June, 
titled “Kant’s Antinomy 
of Practical Reason”.

FACULTY news

Winter 2009 UCSD Bookstore 
Textbook Adoptions are due

October 10th
To order online or to print out a form, visit http://book-
store.ucsd.edu/books/textbooks/coursematerials.htm.

Donald Rutherford has two new publications: 
“Spinoza and the Dictates of Reason” in Inquiry
and “Unity, Reality and Simple Substance” in 
The Leibniz Review, 18. He gave a talk entitled 
“Spinoza, Human Agency and the Good,” at UC 
Irvine on May 30, 2008 and another entitled, 
“Hobbes and Epicureanism,” at the 10th South 
Central Seminar in Early Modern Philosophy 
at Texas A&M University on October 24, 2008.



EMERITUS FACULTy profi les

HENRY ALLISON

Henry went to Yale University as an undergraduate and received his B.A. in Phi-
losophy in 1959. He did his M.A. at Columbia University in a joint program in Re-
ligion with the Union Theological Seminary in 1961. He then received his Ph.D. at 
the New School for Social Research in 1964. His dissertation was titled, “Lessing and 
the Enlightenment: A Study of G. E. Lessing’s Philosophy of Religion and of its Place 

within the Context of Eighteenth Century Thought.” Henry’s areas of specialization include Kant, Spinoza, Ger-
man idealism, eighteenth and nineteenth century philosophy. Henry was a Philosophy Professor at UCSD 
from 1973-94, Department Chair from 1978-1982 and a Research Professor from 1995-97.  His latest publica-
tion is a revised and enlarged edition of Kant’s Transcendental Idealism: An Interpretation and Defense (2004).

FREDERICK OLAFSON 

Fred’s philosophical interests are in ethics and social philosophy and philosophy of mind. 
Fred received his Ph.D.  from Harvard Univeristy in 1951. His thesis was titled,  “A Study in 
the Physicalistic Theory of Mind.” His infl uences are Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, Sartre, and 
Husserl. Some of his major works include, Society, Law and Morality (1961), Justice and Social 
Policy (1961), Principles and Persons: An Ethical Interpretation of Existentialism (1967), Ethics 
and Twentieth Century Thought (1973), The Dialectic of Action: A Philosophical Interpretation of 
History and the Humanities (1979), Heidegger and the Philosophy of Mind (1987), and What Is a 

Human Being? A Heideggerian View (1995). He has a book forthcoming in 2008 titled Humanism & Philosophy: The 
Relationship Past, Present and Future. 

EDWARD LEE

Edward received his B.A. in Philosophy at Cornell University in 1956, studying Wittgen-
stein with Norman Malcolm and Rogers Albritton, and Greek with Friedrich Solmsen.  Af-
ter two years in the Army, he received a Ph.D. at Princeton University, writing a thesis on 
Plato under Gregory Vlastos and Richard Rorty. He taught at the Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity in Baltimore from 1961 to 1968, then at the University of Texas at Austin from 1969 to 
1971, and fi nally here at UCSD from 1971 to 1996. Since then, he has also taught briefl y at 

the University of Texas at Austin in 1999 and held the Knapp Visiting Chair at the University of San Diego in Spring 
2008. Since leaving UCSD, Ed has mainly enjoyed being retired and working on a book about Plato’s Symposium.

AVRUM STROLL

Avrum received his Ph.D. from UC, Berkeley. He joined the Philosophy Department as a 
professor in 1963 and became chair in 1965 and 1968. His areas of specialization are phi-
losophy of language, epistemology, history of 20th century analytic philosophy, and Witt-
genstein studies. He is the author and co-author of twenty books and about 150 articles. 
Seven of the books were co-authored with Richard H. Popkin.  Avrum’s latest publications 
are “Searle on Knowledge, Certainty and Skepticism”  in Searle’s Philosophy and Chinese Phi-
losophy:  Constructive Engagement, “Philosophy in the Future” in Rescher Studies, and Much 

Ado About Non-Existence: Fiction and Reference (with A.P. Martinich, University of Texas at Austin). His forthcoming 
works for 2008 include “Richard Popkin and Philosophy Made Simple” in Essays in Honor of Richard Popkin,  “Meta-
physics Revived” in A Companion to Philosophy, and Moore’s Paradox Revisited. Avrum has also written referee 
reports for Cambridge University Press and for Blackwell Pubishing. He has also written reviews for Mind and for 
the Internet Publications in Philosophy. 
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Institute for Law 
and Philosophy

“Roundtable on the 
Rationality of Rule-
Following”

September 26-27, 2008

Law consists in large part of 
blunt, determinate rules. But in 
some percentage of these rules’ 
applications, the people subject 
to these rules would do better—
for themselves, perhaps, but also 
for society—if they were to devi-
ate from what the rules require. 
(That is not because the rules are 
fl awed, but because the rules are 
blunt and must be so.) In such 
cases, is it rational to follow the 
rules? Participants will address 
this question.

For more information, visit 
http://www.sandiego.edu.

FALL 2008 EVENTS

Colloquium Series

OCTOBER

24th John Earman (History and Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh)
31st Oron Shagrir (Philosophy, Hebrew University of Jerusalem)

NOVEMBER

7th Stephen Gardiner (University of Washington)
21st Phil Dowe (University of Queensland) “A-Theories of Time and Closed Time-    
         Like Curves”

DECEMBER

More TBA!

The Philosophy Colloquia Program takes place most Fridays of the quarter from 4-6PM in H&SS 
7077 in John Muir College, unless noted otherwise. A reception for the colloquium speaker follows 
the talk in H&SS 7076. For more information, contact the Main Offi ce at (858) 534-3070 or visit http://
philosophy.ucsd.edu.

Philosophy Club

Do you want to meet other 
students to discuss philo-
sophical topics outside of 
class?

Students meet on a weekly 
basis in the department 
lounge to discuss topics 
from class or topics of their 
choice.

For Fall 2008 meeting days 
and times, please contact 
Christopher Dohna at 
cdohna@ucsd.edu.

Reading & Research Groups
Ethics Reading Group
Day and Time: Mondays 12:10pm-2:00pm
Location: HSS 8025
Contact: Dana Nelkin, dnelkin@ucsd.edu

Experimental Philosophy Lab
Day and Time: TBA
Location: HSS 8025
Contact: Rick Grush, rgrush@ucsd.edu

German Translation Group
Day and Time: TBA
Location: HSS 8025
Contact: Eric Watkins, ewatkins@ucsd.edu

Greek Reading Group
Day and Time: TBA
Location: HSS 8025
Contact: Monte Johnson, monte@ucsd.edu

History of Philosophy Roundtable
Day and Time: Friday 2:15-3:45 pm
Location: HSS 8025
Contact: Clinton Tolley, ctolley@ucsd.edu

For more information, visit http://philosophy.ucsd.edu.

Philosophy of Biology Research Group
Day and Time: Tuesdays 5:00pm-6:20pm
Location: HSS 3027
Contact: William Bechtel, bill@mechanism.ucsd.edu

Philosophy of Physics Research Group
Day and Time: Tuesdays 5:00pm-6:20pm
Location: HSS 8025
Contact: Craig Callender, ccallender@ucsd.edu

Philosophy of Science Research Group
Day and Time: Tuesdays 5:00-6:20pm
Location: HSS 7076
Contact: Christian Wuthrich, cwuthrich@ucsd.edu

Pragmatism Reading Group
Day and Time: TBA
Location: HSS 7077
Contact: Per Milam, pmilam@ucsd.edu 

Topics & Methods in Contemporary Philosophy
Day and Time: Tuesdays 9:15-10:30 am
Location: John Muir Woods Coffee Shop
Contact: Jonathan Cohen, joncohen@aardvark.ucsd.
edu
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Undergraduate Movie Night
Every quarter a movie with philosophical themes is viewed and 
discussed. Hosted by a philosophy graduate student. Free food. Free 
t-shirt. All philosophy majors and minors are welcome, but seats are 
limited. For more information, visit http://philosophy.ucsd.edu.



Phil 1. The Nature of Philosophy (4) What 
is philosophy? A study of major philo-
sophical questions, making use of both 
classical and contemporary sources. An in-
troduction to the basic methods and strat-
egies of philosophical inquiry. Gila Sher

Phil 10. Introduction to Logic (4) Basic 
concepts and techniques in both informal 
and formal logic and reasoning, includ-
ing a discussion of argument, inference, 
proof, and common fallacies, and an in-
troduction to the syntax, semantics, and 
proof method in sentential (propositional) 
logic. (May be used to fulfi ll general-educa-
tion requirements for Warren and Eleanor 
Roosevelt Colleges.) Patricia Churchland

Phil 12. Logic and Decision Making (4) 
An introduction to the study of probabil-
ity, inductive logic, scientifi c reasoning, and 
rational choice among competing hypoth-
eses and alternative courses of action when 
the evidence is incomplete or uncertain. 
(May be used to fulfi ll general-education 
requirements for Marshall, Warren, and El-
eanor Roosevelt Colleges.) Matthew Brown

Phil 13. Introduction to Philosophy: Eth-
ics (4)    An inquiry into the nature of mo-
rality and its role in personal or social life 
by way of classical and/or contemporary 
works in ethics. (May be used to fulfi ll gen-
eral-education requirements for Muir 
and Marshall Colleges.) Richard Arneson

Phil 27/Poli 27. Ethics and Society (4) An 
examination of ethical principles (e.g., utili-
tarianism, individual rights, etc.) and their 
social and political applications to contem-
porary issues: abortion, environmental pro-
tection, and affi rmative action. Ethical prin-
ciples will also be applied to moral dilemmas 
in government, law, business, and the pro-
fessions. Satisfi es the Warren College ethics 
and society requirement. Letter grade only. 
Prereqs: CAT 2 and 3, DOC 2 and 3, MCWP 40 
and 50, Hum. 1 and 2, MMW 2 and 3, WCWP 
10A-B or WCWP 11A-B. Gerald Doppelt

Phil 31. History of Philosophy: Ancient 
Philosophy (4) A survey of classical Greek 
philosophy with an emphasis on Socrates, 
Plato and Aristotle, though some consid-
eration may be given to Presocratic and/
or Hellenistic philosophers. (May be used 
in fulfi lling the Muir College breadth re-
quirement.) Georgios Anagnostopoulos

100. Plato (4) A study of Socrates and/or 
Plato through major dialogues of Plato. Pos-
sible topics include the virtues and happi-
ness; weakness of the will; political author-

ity and democracy; the theory of Forms and 
sensible fl ux; immortality; relativism, skepti-
cism, and knowledge. May be repeated for 
credit with change of content and approval 
of instructor. Prereq: upper-division standing 
or consent of instructor. Samuel Rickless

Phil 104. The Rationalists (4) The major writ-
ings of one or more of the seventeenth centu-
ry rationalists—Descartes, Spinoza, and Leib-
niz. Topics include the existence of God, the 
mind-body problem, free will, the nature of 
knowledge, belief, and error. May be repeated 
for credit with change of content and approv-
al of instructor. Prereq: upper-division stand-
ing or consent of instructor. Kristen Irwin

Phil 107. Hegel (4) A study of one or more 
of Hegel’s major works, in particular, The Phe-
nomenology of Spirit and The Philosophy of 
Right. Readings and discussion may also in-
clude other fi gures in the Idealist tradition—
such as Fichte, Hölderlin, and Schelling—and 
critics of the Idealist tradition—such as Marx 
and Kierkegaard. Prereq: upper-division 
standing or consent of instructor. Eric Watkins

Phil 120. Symbolic Logic I (4) The syntax, se-
mantics, and proof-theory of fi rst-order pred-
icate logic with identity, emphasizing both 
conceptual issues and practical skills (e.g., cri-
teria for logical truth, consistency, and validity, 
the application of logical methods to every-
day as well as scientifi c reasoning). Prereq: Phil 
10 or consent of instructor. Samuel Rickless

Phil 136. Philosophy of Mind (4) Different 
conceptions of the nature of mind and its 
relation to the physical world. Topics include 
identity theories, functionalism, eliminative 
materialism, internalism and externalism, 
subjectivity, other minds, consciousness, 
self-knowledge, perception, memory, and 
imagination. Prereq: upper-division standing 
or consent of instructor. Paul Churchland

Phil 137. Philosophy of Action (4) The na-
ture of action and psychological explanation. 
Topics include action individuation, reasons 
as causes, psychological laws, freedom and 
responsibility, weakness of will, self-decep-
tion, and the emotions. Prereq: upper-division 
standing or consent of instructor. Dana Nelkin

Phil 145. Philosophy of Science (4) Central 
problems in philosophy of science, such as 
the nature of confi rmation and explanation, 
the nature of scientifi c revolutions and prog-
ress, the unity of science, and realism and 
antirealism. Prereq: upper-division standing 
or consent of instructor. Paul Churchland

Phil 149. Philosophy of Psychology (4) 

Philosophical issues raised by psychology, 
including the nature of psychological ex-
planation, the role of nature versus nurture, 
free will and determinism, and the unity of 
the person. Prereq: upper-division standing 
or consent of instructor. William Bechtel

Phil 151. Philosophy of Neuroscience 
(4) An introduction to elementary neuro-
anatomy and neurophysiology and an ex-
amination of theoretical issues in cognitive 
neuroscience and their implications for tra-
ditional philosophical conceptions of the re-
lation between mind and body, perception, 
consciousness, understanding, emotion, and 
the self. Prereq: upper-division standing or 
consent of instructor. Patricia Churchland

Phil 163. Biomedical Ethics (4) Moral issues 
in medicine and the biological sciences, such 
as patient’s rights and physician’s responsibili-
ties, abortion and euthanasia, the distribution 
of health care, experimentation, and genetic 
intervention. Prereq: upper-division stand-
ing or consent of instructor. Gerald Doppelt

Phil 166. Classics in Political Philosophy 
(4) Central issues about the justifi cation, 
proper functions, and limits of the state 
through classic texts in the history of politi-
cal philosophy by fi gures such as Plato, Ar-
istotle, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Mill, and 
Marx. Prereq: upper-division standing or 
consent of instructor. Michael Hardimon

Phil 177. Philosophy and Literature (4) A 
study of philosophical themes contained in 
selected fi ction, drama, or poetry, and the phil-
osophical issues that arise in the interpreta-
tion, appreciation, and criticism of literature. 
Prereq: upper-division standing or consent 
of instructor.  Georgios Anagnostopoulos

Phil 180. Phenomenology (4) An exami-
nation of the phenomenological tradition 
through the works of its major classical and/
or contemporary representatives. Authors 
studied will vary and may include Brentano, 
Husserl, Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, Levinas, 
Bourdieu. Prereq: upper-division stand-
ing or consent of instructor. Clinton Tolley

For the tentative schedule of the 2008-
2009 academic year, visit http://philosophy.
ucsd.edu and for a list of all our course of-
ferings, visit http://www.ucsd.edu/catalog.

Fall 2008 COURSES
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FACULTY Information
ANAGNOSTOPOULOS, Georgios
ganagnostopoulos@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-3072

ARNESON, Richard
rarneson@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-6810

BECHTEL, William
bill@mechanism.ucsd.edu
(858) 822-4461

BRINK, David O. (Chair)
dbrink@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-1655

CALLENDER, Craig
ccallender@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-4911

CARTWRIGHT, Nancy
ncartwright@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-3073

CHURCHLAND, Patricia
pschurchland@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-6811

CHURCHLAND, Paul
pchurchalnd@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-4883

COHEN, Jonathan
joncohen@aardvark.ucsd.edu
(858) 534-6812

DOPPELT, Gerald
gdoppelt@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-2933

GRUSH, Rick 
rgrush@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-4440

HARDIMON, Michael
mhardimon@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-0473 

JOHNSON, Monte
monte@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-4515

NELKIN, Dana
dnelkin@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-0472

RICKLESS, Samuel
srickless@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-4910

RUTHERFORD, Donald
drutherford@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-6802

SHER, Gila
gsher@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-8504

TOLLEY, Clinton
ctolley@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-2686

WATKINS, Eric
ewatkins@ucsd.edu
(858) 822-0082

WÜTHRICH, Christian
wuthrich@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-6548

STAFF Information
ASMANN, Catherine
Graduate Affairs Advisor
casmann@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-3076

COOPER, Nina
Undergraduate Affairs
nina@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-3077

DEVRIES, Vikki
Financial Manager
vdevries@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-3071

HUYNH, Macy
Undergraduate Affairs
mjhuynh@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-3070

PETERSEN, June
Management Services
jpetersen@ucsd.edu
(858) 534-3074

Department of Philosophy
University of California, San Diego

Humanities & Social Sciences Building, 7th Floor
9500 Gilman Drive, Mail Code: 0119

La Jolla, California 92093-0119

Main: (858) 534-3070 Fax: (858) 534-8566 Website:  http://philosophy.ucsd.edu
Offi ce Hours: Monday through Friday 8:00AM-12:00PM, 1:00PM-4:30PM

Support Arts and Humanities
Our campaign for the future of Arts and Humanities calls for funds to develop programs that enrich the campus and our San Diego 
community, and resources to recruit and keep “stars” - students and scholars - on campus. Our private funding needs range from fel-
lowships and scholarships to faculty support, including endowed faculty chairs, as well as, unrestricted funds so that we can respond 
to unexpected needs.

To give online via credit card, please visit http://dah.ucsd.edu/giving/donate.shtml to access a secure giving website.
If you would like to call with your credit card information, please call (858) 534-4493.
To mail a check, please print and complete the online gift form, make your check payable to “UC San Diego Foundation” and mail 
it along with your payment to: UCSD Gift Processing, 9500 Gilman Drive, Mailcode: 0940, La Jolla, CA 92093-0940.

If you have any questions or require assistance, please contact Frank Teplin at (858) 534-9050 or fteplin@ucsd.edu.

•
•
•

EMERITUS FACULTY
ALLISON, Henry
hea@surewest.net

LEE, Edward
enlee@ucsd.edu

OLAFSON, Frederick
folafson@ucsd.edu

STROLL, Avrum
astroll@ucsd.edu
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Philosophy...
think about it!


