
Essay One 
Hum 3 – Fall 2009 – Rutherford 

 
Essay, 5-6 pages, in Hum format, due at the beginning of lecture, Monday, 
October 26.   Answer one of the following questions. 
 
1. Answer the following question clearly, in detail, with textual evidence.  "Las 
Casas would have made a more convincing case against the actions of the Spanish in the 
New World if he had relied on the arguments of Erasmus' A Complaint of Peace." Do you 
agree? 
 
2. Answer the following question clearly, in detail, with textual evidence.  Does 
Machiavelli draw a consistent, principled distinction between those like Cesare Borgia 
who achieve and hold power through prowess and those like Agathocles who achieve and 
hold power through crime? 
 
3. Answer the following question clearly, in detail, with textual evidence.  Can the 
distinction between Machiavelli's and Erasmus's attitudes toward war be attributed to 
different conceptions of human nature? Why or why not? 
 
Be sure when you submit your essay online to turnitin, that you submit it as essay 1.  
Also, remember to submit the hard copy of your essay to your TA before lecture in a 
manila folder (with your name on it) in which you keep all of your Hum writing.  Turn in 
all your writing each time you submit an essay.  Late essays will be penalized 1/3 of a 
grade per day late. 
 
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers will be subject to submission 
for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All 
submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference 
database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the 
Turnitin.com service is subject to the terms of use agreement posted on the Turnitin.com 
site. 
 
Make sure to format your essay according to the Hum guidelines outlined in the 
Mechanics handout.  If you need a copy of this handout, please get one from the 
Humanities office in Galbraith Hall.  In particular, attend to how the title is to be 
formatted, the width of margins and font size (Times New Roman 12 point), and so forth.  
We also strongly recommend that all students review the Quotations handout for proper 
spacing and documentation on regular and block quotes.  This handout is also available in 
the Hum office if you no longer have a copy.   
 
Please remember that counterarguments are required for this and future Hum essays.  If 
you have any questions about these matters, see your TA or the writing coordinator as 
soon as possible. 


