
Hum 4 Enlightenment, Romanticism, Revolution  Professor Eric Watkins 
 
First Paper Topic 
 
Answer one of the following questions. 
 
1.  At several points in his argument, Locke makes reference to a benevolent God. To what 
extent is God's presence necessary to Locke's arguments about the state of nature and political 
society? 
 
2. Locke uses the condition of the "several nations of Americans" (§41) as evidence for the 
reasonableness of his conception of property. To what extent are Candide's adventures in 
America a refutation of Locke's reasoning? 
 
3. You have heard in lecture that Hume is a strong critic both of revealed religion as well as 
natural religion.  In your view, which of his arguments (against revealed religion or against 
natural religion) is stronger? 
 
4. A central element in Voltaire's Candide is his satirical attack on philosophy. Newton 
conceives of himself as engaging in natural philosophy. To what extent are Newton's scientific 
practice and philosophical principles vulnerable to Voltaire's satire? 
 
Essays must be 5-7 pages long.  Hard copies are due at the beginning of class on Monday, 
February 1.  
 
Be sure when you submit your essay online to turnitin.com, that you submit it as essay 1.  Also, 
remember to submit the hard copy of your essay to your TA in a manila folder (with your name 
on it) in which you keep all of your Hum writing.  Turn in all your writing each time you submit 
an essay.  Late essays will be penalized 1/3 of a grade per day late. 
 
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers will be subject to submission for 
textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers 
will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the Turnitin.com service is subject to the 
terms of use agreement posted on the Turnitin.com site. 
 
Make sure to format your essay according to the Hum guidelines outlined in the Mechanics 
handout.  If you need a copy of this handout, please get one from the Humanities office in 
Galbraith Hall.  In particular, attend to how the title is to be formatted, the width of margins and 
font size (Times New Roman 12 point), and so forth.  We also strongly recommend that all 
students review the Quotations handout for proper spacing and documentation on regular and 
block quotes.  This handout is also available in the Hum office if you no longer have a copy.  
 
Please remember that counterarguments are required for this and future Hum essays.  If you have 
any questions about these matters, see your TA as soon as possible. 
 


